ROUTT COLLEGE CORPORATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

OCTOBER 12. 2009

SISTER STELLA MARIE MEDIA CENTER


The Routt Catholic Corporation Board of Directors met on Monday, October 12, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. at Routt Catholic High School in the Sister Stella Marie Media Center.  Board members present were:  Shayne Bimm, Jamie Cosgriff, Diane Seufert, Katie Hembrough, Angie Grant, Linda Curtis, Barb Gross, Jeff Haley, Gale Thoroman, Gail Eck, Kathy Langdon, Wendy Easton and Mike Hankins.

President Mike Hankins called the meeting to order.


Katie Hembrough opened the meeting with a prayer.


President Mike Hankins asked if there were any questions or comments regarding the committee reports.


Linda Curtis made a motion to approve September 16, 2009 Board of Director Meeting minutes, Gail Eck seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Jamie Cosgriff, of the Enrollment Committee, reported that the committee sent out the first flyer for the year to prospective students.


Gale Thoroman reported that the ISHA rescinded our hosting the boys’ baseball regional.  It has been reassigned to Mason City (Illini Central).

Katie Hembrough asked if an Anti-Bullying Program will be presented this year to the students.  The diocese has information regarding different programs that are available.


Gale Thoroman reported that ISPD has been evaluating the mission statement and goals and the board will review, after the recommendation from ISPD.  


Gale Thoroman reported there has been no leaking with the new roof.  The media center has received the new chairs.  However, the media center may have to be rewired to handle the volume of students using the computers.


The cameras in the hallway have been installed.  The decision of the Gradebook   program should be finalized soon.  The gym roof is a major concern.  There was some patching done recently and there is still a leak on the west end.  


Katie Hembrough gave an update on the Institute of School and Parish Development (ISPD) process.  There will be a workshop, “Enrollment Management and Customer Service in Catholic Schools,” on October 13th from 6 – 9 P.M.  All are welcome.  Katie reported the following on the ISPD process:  Much progress as the Planning Area Committee (PAC) has completed three out of four sessions of assessment.  During these sessions, the following has been achieved:  1) Mission statement reviewed; 2) Purpose Statement created; and 3) Identified strengths, weaknesses, and challenges.  During the fourth and final meeting of the PAC on November 4th, the solutions will be formulated.  Then, the core team will meet in December to finalize the plans for the Convocation on January 18th at Routt.  Final core team meeting will be held in February, with the implementation meeting in March.  


Jeff Haley distributed a proposed 2009-2010 budget.  Gail Eck made a motion to approve the proposed 2009-2010 budget, seconded by Angie Grant.  The motion carried.


Gale Thoroman has been researching alternative transportation for our athletic teams.  House Bill 3982, which has been passed and adopted into law, prohibits the transportation of public school students in 11-15 passenger vans, effective July 1, 2010. The board recommended that Mike Hankins ask Mike Bartlett, the chair of the athletic committee, to research our options.


Linda Curtis reported that the board by-law committee has not met yet.

Gale Thoroman reported that the freezer in the cafeteria needs to be replaced.  The approximate cost is $4500.  Routt, OSS and the lunch program will each pay one third.


There was discussion concerning the after school study time required for ineligible students.  The ineligibility requirements should be re-evaluated and possibly changed.


Shayne Bimm made a motion to enter into executive session, seconded by Gail Eck.  The motion passed. 


After returning from executive session, Linda Curtis made a motion to offer Dee Arendt $500 to coach the swim team for the boys.  Gail Eck seconded and the motion passed.


Tina Coop has requested new uniforms for the dance team.  There will be approximately 18-20 students on the team.  Jamie Cosgriff made a motion for $500 to be used for new uniforms for the dance team.  Kathy Langdon seconded the motion, the motion passed.


Gale Thoroman presented information regarding a program for teacher certification at Eastern Illinois University for non-certified teachers.  The fee is $9,000. The board unanimously agreed that we cannot afford to do this.


Green Pastures is hosting Green Pastures Host Home Building Project.  Gale Thoroman suggested that we donate to this cause, as Ken Bradbury included the Routt students with the Triopia/Routt play last year.    The proceeds from the Triopia-Routt play were $800.   Shayne Bimm made a motion to donate $500 to the project, Linda Curtis seconded and the motion carried.


The board held a reception prior to the last board meeting to honor Rose Fernandes for the 25 years of dedicated service to Routt Catholic High School.  Rose sent a thank you note to the Routt board for the reception and gift.

Gale Thoroman distributed the results of a Parent Opinion Survey that was distributed to parents.  


Gale Thoroman presented information regarding fundraising for the different sports.   This situation will be re-evaluated.


The General Assembly has completely eliminated funding for the Textbook Loan and Transportation Reimbursement programs for the 2009-2010 year.  The School Safety Block Grant has been cut by 75%, but the state $500 Tuition Tax Credit has not been changed.  The ISBE is offering a school technology revolving loan program.  Loans may be applied for the next two years, with 90% ticketed for hardware and 10% allowed for computer furniture.  The loan rate is 2% per year.

Approximately $3,400 was raised for the Mia Ware Foundation at our Volley for the Cure match with Jacksonville High School.


Patrick Doyle was recognized as a National Merit Scholarship commended student for his performance in the program.


Routt received $2,850 from the Diocese of Springfield from the Harvest of Thanks.


Students of the Month for September were:  Natalie Edwards, Autumn Brown, Abby Smith, and Katelyn Chumley.


The next meeting will be Monday, November 16, 2009 at 6:00 P.M.


Kathy Langdon made a motion to adjourn, Jamie Cosgriff seconded the motion.  The motion passed.


Katie Hembrough closed the meeting with a prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,

Katie Hembrough

Routt College Corporation

Secretary

